Gastric cancer in the elderly: results of surgical treatment.
Some relevant data on 290 patients (151 under 65 and 139 over 65 years of age) operated on for gastric carcinoma, have been analysed. The age, the stage and location of the neoplasm, the type of surgery and the post-operative mortality have been studied. The mortality in the 113 patients (64 under and 49 over the age of 65 years) who had had total or partial gastrectomies performed, was evaluated at one year, from one to three years and from three to five years. The survival was evaluated according to the age of the patients, the stage and site of the tumour and the type of operation performed. The most frequent location in the elderly patient is the distal third or two-thirds of the stomach. There is no difference between the mortality in elderly or younger patients except following partial gastrectomy. The survival analysed on the basis of the absolute value, the relationship to the stage, the site of the tumour and the type of operation, is longer in the elderly.